
 
2016 Healthy Insights Grant Application Guidelines 

 
I. Background 

 

The South Carolina Association for Community Economic Development (SCACED) began its journey in 

community health programming through the Faith and Food Justice Initiative, which began in 2014 to 

increase access to healthy foods for underserved communities and specifically targeted low-access areas 

known as “food deserts.” Through a partnership with the Charleston District of the United Methodist 

Church and the USDA’s Natural Resource Conservation Service, SCACED helped coordinate “Faith & 

Food Justice Summits” in North Charleston, Summerville, and Moncks Corner to provide local residents 

with the knowledge and resources to develop community gardens in their respective communities.  

Through this partnership and connections with landowners provided through the Summits, SCACED 

worked to build or expand six community gardens in the Berkeley-Charleston-Dorchester area. This effort 

increased the provision of fresh, local produce to underserved communities, supported existing food 

pantries coordinated by participating Methodist Churches, and engaged church congregations, youth, and 

other community residents in the process of building and maintaining a viable community garden. This 

effort was the launching point for Healthy Insights—a statewide initiative.   
  

Healthy Insights 

A joint partnership between the MITRE Corporation and SCACED supported by the Robert Wood 

Johnson Foundation (RWJF), Healthy Insights was launched in 2016 with the goal of strengthening 

efforts to combat obesity in South Carolina. The Healthy Insights tool harnesses publicly available 

sources, “big data”, across multiple sectors to identify communities most in need of access to healthy 

lifestyle resources and to pinpoint potential opportunities for investment in community health projects.  

 

II. Program Purpose 

 

The purpose of this grant program is to demonstrate how public data sources can be used to guide 

initiatives that improve the health of and promote healthy lifestyles in South Carolina's communities. By 

coupling data with the location of county and sub-county level community resources, SCACED will make 

strategic investments in community health projects. Each community is unique, and upfront data analysis 

will help illustrate how and where funds should be directed to support projects that address the health 

challenges a particular community faces. Considering this data, SCACED will provide four grants of up 

to $25,000 each in four South Carolina regions:  

 Lowcountry: Allendale, Bamberg, Barnwell, Beaufort, Berkeley, Charleston, Colleton, 

Dorchester, Georgetown, Hampton, Jasper, and Orangeburg Counties 

 Midlands: Aiken, Calhoun, Chester, Edgefield, Fairfield, Kershaw, Lexington, McCormick, 

Newberry, Richland, and Saluda Counties 

 Pee Dee: Chesterfield, Clarendon, Darlington, Dillon, Florence, Horry, Lee, Marion, Marlboro, 

Sumter, and Williamsburg Counties   

 Upstate: Abbeville, Anderson, Cherokee, Greenville, Greenwood, Lancaster, Laurens, Oconee, 

Pickens, Spartanburg, Union, and York Counties. 
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III. Eligibility Information 

 

The Healthy Insights Grant requires organizations to submit projects to be considered for a grant.  

 

Eligible applicants must meet the following criteria: 

 Must partner with at least one other organization in their community or a surrounding 

community. 

o Roles of partnership must be clearly defined and demonstrated with a letter of 

commitment, letter of intent, or memorandum of understanding (MOU). 

 The lead organization for the project must be an established 501(c)3 organization with an 

active board. 

The lead non-profit applicant is encouraged to partner with other community 

organizations and entities (e.g., faith-based institutions, schools, and businesses).  

 Must provide a copy of the organization’s most recent financial audit or Form 990. 

 Must indicate a match funding of at least 1:1 for the Healthy Insights grant. 

o A $25,000 grant would require a minimum match of $25,000. 

o In-kind funding (e.g. staff time, volunteer hours, etc.) is an eligible source for this 

match requirement. 

 No more than 50% of the total $25,000 match ($12,500) can be satisfied 

through in-kind sources. 

o Acceptable forms of proof of match include: copy of check, letter of commitment, 

or bank statement showing deposit from match organization. For in-kind sources, 

please monetize the value of each in-kind source and include in the application. 

 

Eligible projects: 

 Must improve the economic or health conditions of low-wealth families in a community 

or communities. 

o Projects that also demonstrate job creation and/or retention, and/or provide 

individuals with job training and workforce development are strongly encouraged. 

 Can include but are not limited to four core activities: those that provide greater access to 

healthy food, provide more opportunities for physical activity, create new or expand 

existing educational programs around health and healthy lifestyles, and improve the 

economic or health conditions for low-wealth and underserved communities. 

 Projects must describe an approach that is clearly linked to measurable results (e.g., a 

change in health outcomes of a specific population, a change in food distribution and 

access, an increase in community health resources). 

 

Ineligible Activities  

 

General operating expenses and lobbying or political campaigning are not eligible for grant 

funding.  

 

Disqualification 
Applications that exceed the maximum request amount of $25,000 or fail to satisfy the 

requirements included in this document will not be considered for funding. 
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IV. Application Process and Award Administration 
 

STEP 1:  The applicant will develop an application and submit final copies to SCACED. All 

applications must meet the following submission requirements: 

 Application must be complete and signed; 

 Projects must be completed within a 12-month period; 

 Provide 4 copies of the application and budget and 1 copy of the following 

required attachments: 

o Copy of most recent financial audit or Form 990; 

o Current board list with names, professional affiliations, and terms; 

o Current Year-to-Date Organizational budget; 

o Organizational chart; 

o List of activities/involvement with SCACED 

o Letter of commitment or memorandum of understanding from partners 

included in the application; 

o Proof of 1:1 funding match – copy of check, letter of commitment, or 

bank statement showing deposit from match organization, and 

explanation of in-kind sources. 

 

No application will be considered without requested documentation. 

 

STEP 2:  SCACED will do the following:  

1) Review all applications for completeness. This review will focus on eligibility, 

conformity to application guidelines, and completeness of application.  

Incomplete applications will not be forwarded to the Healthy Insights Grants 

Review Committee for consideration. 

 

STEP 3:  The Healthy Insights Grants Committee will evaluate and score applications. 

 

STEP 4:  The Healthy Insights Grants are announced by SCACED after Grants Committee 

makes its final selections. 

STEP 5:  SCACED will distribute the Healthy Insights Grants to Awardees upon receipt of 

a signed Healthy Insights Grant Agreement. SCACED will notify all applicants of 

funding decisions. 

 

Process Timeline: 

Regional Community Workshops September 13 - October 12, 2016 

Request for Proposal Announcement September 20, 2016 

Proposals Due to SCACED November 4, 2016, by 2:00pm 

Selection Committee Review November 9 - 30, 2016 

Notification of Awards Letter/Grant Agreement November 30, 2016 

Grant Disbursement to Awardees Upon Signing Grant Agreement 
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V. Award Information 

 
 

Available Funding:   $100,000 (four grants of $25,000 each) 

 

Length of Project Period:   12-month project period  

(December 1, 2016 – November 30, 2017) 

 

Grant awards will not allow reimbursement of pre-award costs. 

 

 
VI. Application Evaluation 

 

Applications that are deemed complete following SCACED review will be forwarded to the 

Healthy Insights Grants Review Committee. This independent review committee will be 

comprised of four members, one from each region of the state (Lowcountry, Midlands, Pee Dee, 

Upstate). The Healthy Insights Grants Review Committee will review and rate grant applications 

on the basis of specific criteria listed in the guidelines. Funding recommendations, based on 

overall ratings, are determined by the committee.   

 

Criteria: 

The Healthy Insights Grants Committee will use the criteria listed below to review and rate all 

applications. 

Organizational Capacity     10 points 

Community Need      10 

Budget and Budget Justification    10 

Leveraging and Collaboration    20    

Project Objectives and Creative Approach   25 

Project Outcomes      25_______ 

  Total        100 points 

 

The following evaluation criteria appear in weighted ascending order: 

 
Organizational Capacity (10 points): An application will be evaluated on the extent to which 

the applicant: provides an overview of the organization (i.e. the purpose of the organization, 

services provided, number of years in existence, ongoing projects, ability to obtain operational 

and project funding, etc.); provides evidence demonstrating the staff’s skills, knowledge, and 

experience in carrying out assigned activities. 

 

Community Need (10 points): An application will be evaluated on the extent to which the 

applicant: describes the specific needs of the community/service area and how the proposed 

project will meet the community needs. 

 

Budget and Budget Justification (10 points): An application will be evaluated on the extent to 

which: the overall budget and cost estimates are reasonable. The applicant should provide 

detailed justification for all budget items. 
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Leveraging and Collaboration (20 points): An application will be evaluated on the extent to 

which the applicant: partners with other public, private, or nonprofit organizations and 

demonstrates ability to leverage funds. Provide a list of the other organizations that are bringing 

resources to the project and from which you have requested funding for this project and the 

status of the request(s) and timeline for receipt. Award letters and/or letters of support should be 

included in the application.  

 

Project Approach and Objectives (25 points): An application will be evaluated on the extent 

to which the applicant: clearly states project objective, shows how the Healthy Insights data tool 

informs the project, describes a plan for accomplishing all proposed activities for which funding 

is requested; demonstrates the ability to meet project objectives and achieve proposed outcomes. 

 

Project Outputs and Outcomes (25 points): An application will be evaluated on the extent to 

which the applicant: identifies and describes the results or benefits expected from project 

activities; describes how output measures will be used to evaluate the project. The proposed 

outputs and outcomes must be reasonable, quantified, and linked to and supported by the project 

approach. The project must demonstrate improvement of the economic or health conditions of 

low-wealth families in a community or communities. The applicant must demonstrate project 

sustainability. 

 

Bonus Points: 

 Based on the data from the Healthy Insights Data Tool, counties in the table below have 
the highest rates of diabetes and obesity:  

 

Lowcountry Midlands Pee Dee Upstate 

Allendale Calhoun Clarendon Abbeville 

Bamberg Chester Lee Cherokee 

Barnwell Fairfield Marion Greenwood 

Colleton McCormick Williamsburg Laurens 

Hampton Saluda  Union 

Jasper    

Orangeburg    

 

o Projects based in one of these counties will receive 10 extra points in the 

application process.  

 

 An applicant who partners with a SCACED member or is currently a SCACED Member 
will receive 5 extra points in the application process. 
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VII. Application and Submission Information 

 

Submission Address for Application Packages 

 

Applicants should mail or deliver one (1) original and four (4) copies of the application to one of 

the following addresses by submission deadline: 

 

Mailing Address:     Physical Address: 

Health Insights Grants Review Committee 1 Carriage Lane, Bldg. D, 2nd Floor 

c/o SCACED      Charleston, SC 29407 

PO Box 20577 

Charleston, SC 29413 

 

Fax submissions will not be accepted. Please do not submit videotapes, annual reports, or print 

materials. Do not use binders, notebooks, or report covers. Any additional material submitted 

which is not requested will not be considered. 

Due Date for Applications:  November 4, 2016, 2:00pm 

 

The due date for receipt of applications is referenced above. Applications received after 2:00pm, 

Eastern Time, on the due date will be classified as late and will not be considered for funding. 

Applicants are responsible for ensuring that applications are mailed or hand-delivered to the 

address above in advance of the applications due date and time. No exceptions will be made. 

 

 

VIII. Reporting  

 

Grantees will be required to submit quarterly program and financial reports throughout the 

project period to SCACED. Financial reports must be submitted only where applicable. Final 

programmatic and financial reports are due 30 days after the close of the project period.  

(Reporting templates will be provided.) 

 

Quarterly Reporting Deadlines: March 1
st
, June 1

st
, September 1

st
, December 1

st
  

 

Final Reporting: December 30
th

  

 

Quarterly reports may be delivered electronically or mailed to: 

Sarah Pinson, Healthy Insights Coordinator 

South Carolina Association for Community Economic Development 

sarah@scaced.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sarah@scaced.org
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IX. Points of Contact 

 

Direct questions about grant guidelines and application to: 

 

Sarah Pinson, Healthy Insights Coordinator 

South Carolina Association for Community Economic Development 

1 Carriage Lane, Building D, 2
nd

 Floor 

Charleston, SC 29407 

(843) 579-9855 

sarah@scaced.org 
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2016 Healthy Insights Grant Application 
 

SUMMARY SHEET  

 

Date: 

 
Name of Organization: 

  

Address: 

 

Telephone: 

Fax: 

Email: 

Contact Name: 

Tax ID number or that of the fiscal agent and their contact information: 

 

 

 

Project Name: 

  

Project Description: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Indicate Primary Service Area of Applicant: 

 

 

 

Applicant Signature___________________________________________________  

 

Date_________________ 
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Please type answers to each application question below. 

 

1. Organizational Background – 2 pages maximum 
 

a. Please summarize the purpose of the organization to include: history, mission, current 

programs, current community impact of existing programs, achievements, number of paid 

staff and critical partners. Please include any experience the organization has in 

community health programming or project development. 

 

2. Funding Request – 4 pages maximum 

 

a. Describe the project’s primary purpose and the need or problem that you are seeking to 

address. 

 

b. Citing the Healthy Insights tool (www.healthyinsight.org), describe the health status and 

challenges of the community or communities you serve and how they will benefit from 

the project. 

 

c. Describe the strategies you will employ for project implementation, including partners 

with which you will collaborate for the project as well as how this project contributes to 

your overall mission. 

 

d. Please provide justification for all of your budget items. 

 

3. Collaboration, Match Funding, and Leverage – 3 pages maximum  

 

a. Please provide brief descriptions of partnering organizations to include: mission, current 

programs, current community impact of existing programs, and any experience the 

organization has in community health programming or project development. 

 

b. Please indicate your sources of match funding including in-kind if applicable, their status 

and amounts. Provide a plan for leveraging the Healthy Insights grant monies with other 

funding including private, federal, and in-kind contributions. 

 

4. Impact and Program Evaluation – 3 pages maximum 

 

a. Select 2-4 results that can be achieved within the next 12 months (must be measurable 

outputs). 

 

b. Please explain how you will measure the effectiveness of your project with the expected 

results above. Describe your criteria for a successful program and the results you expect 

to have achieved by the end of the funding period.   

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.healthyinsight.org/
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Please reference the following table for scoring categories, corresponding questions, and 

point values: 

 

Category Corresponding Question(s) Point Value 

Organizational Capacity 1 10 

Community Need 2 10 

Budget and Budget Justification 2 10 

Leveraging and Collaboration 3 20 

Project Objectives and Creative Approach 2 and 4 25 

Project Outcomes 4 25 

TOTAL  100 

 


